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FOR L/PM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, UR 

SUB J : FOREIGN LAWS ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS 

REF: (A) STATE 094647, (B) 75 STATE 258169, (C) 75 MOSCOW 
15742 

1 . ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS IN REF A FOLLOW: 

A. YES. SEE PAR. 2, BELOW. 

B. N/A. QUESTION AS PHRASED IS NOT APPLICABLE TO 
CENTRALIZED STATE-OPERATED SOVIET ECONOMY SINCE IT PRE- 
SUPPOSES EXISTENCE OF A DOMESTIC PRIVATE SECTOR OF THE 
ECONOMY INVOLVED IN CONTRACTUAL FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS 
WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. 

C. YES. NON-SOVET NATIONALS ACTING AS "AGENTS" IN 
TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN FOREIGN FIRMS AND THE SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT ARE - AT LEAST IN THEORY - SUBIECT TO THE 

SAM E CRIMINAL SACTIONS AS THOSE APPLYING TO SOVIET OFFICIALS 
GUILTY OF OFFERING OR ACCEPTING BRIBES. (IN PRACTICE, SOME 
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EXPELLED FROM THE SOVIET UNION). SOVIET NATIONALS 
ARE PRECLUDED FROM ACTING AS INDEPENDENT "AGENTS" 

IN DEALING WITH SOVIET STATE ENTERPRISES OR AGENCIES 
OF GOVERNMENT BECAUSE UNDER SOVIET LAW THEY CANNOT 
LEGALLY TAKE ANY ROLE IN ANY FOREIGN TRADE TRANS- 
ACTION EXCEPT AS EMPLOYEES OF THE SOVIET STATE TRAD- 
ING SYSTEM. 

D. N/A. QUESTION AS PHRASED IS NOT APPLIABLE TO USSR. 

E. N/A. SAME AS ABOVE. 

F. N/A. SAME AS ABOVE. 

2. ARTICLES 173 (RECEIPT OF BRIBE) AND 174 (OFFER OF 
BRIBE; ROLE OF INTERMEDIARIES IN OFFERING OR ACCEPTING 
BRIBES) OF RSFSR CRIMINAL CODE, APPROVED BY RSFSR SUPREME SOVIET 
ON JULY 25, 1962, CATEGORIZE BRIBERY AS A DANGEROUS CRIME PUNISH- 
ABLE BY IMPRISONMENT OF UP TO 15 YEARS, CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY, 
AND EXILE. IN ADDITION, RECEIPT OF BRIBE BY A HIGH OFFICIAL 
UNDER PARTICULARLY AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES IS PUNISHABLE 
BY DEATH. 

STOESSEL 
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